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unfortunate position of continuing a war which it
liad begun in the interests of Cuba for the quite dif-
ferent purpose of securing possession of the Philip-
pines. The Spanish were probably not without
hopes that under these changed conditions they
might be able to bring tc their active assistance
that latent sympathy for them which existed so
strongly in Europe. Nor was the basis of the claim
of the United States entirely clear. On the 3d of
November the American commissioners cabled to
the President that they were convinced that the
occupation of Manila did not constitute a conquest
of the islands as a whole.

By this time, however, the President had decided
that the United States must have the islands. On
the 13th of November, Hay telegraphed that the
United States was entitled to an indemnity for the
cost of the war. This argument was not put for-
ward because the United States wished indemnity
but to give a technical basis for the American claim
to the Philippines. In the same cablegram, Hay
instructed the commissioners to offer Spain ten
or twenty millions for all the islands. Upon this
financial basis the treaty was finally concluded; it
was signed on December 10, 1898; and ratifica-
tions were exchanged on April 11, 1899.